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Introduction 

 In the Christian Bible, Job is found between the books of Esther and Psalms in the Old 

Testament. For me, a Bible lecture on the Book of Job at this time when the whole world is still 

struggling with the virus of Covid-19 pandemic and its variants should focus on how this story 

can be approached by simple godly people who are part of this difficult time of suffering and like 

Job are struggling with the crisis/question of faith brought on by this protracted pandemic and 

suffering. Covid-19 posed a huge challenge to the global human community and the world 

continues to use science to find solutions to the pandemic. However, spirituality, through finding 

meaning in this storm, is also important as we journey through this pandemic and in this world. 

Through our spirituality or personal relationship with God, we discover that there is meaning, 

salvation, and redemption in suffering. 

 

The Book of Job 

 The Book of Job bears the name of its principal character, Job, an ancient righteous man 

who endured great suffering by God with remarkable perseverance and without turning against 

God. This principal character, Job, was a wealthy, God-fearing man who displays this 

perseverance in his faith, despite great trials and loss. The theme of the Book of Job is often 

considered as the problem of suffering. However, it can rather be seen as the question of the 

injustice of undeserved suffering. This theme can be approached as standing in the middle within 

the perspective of the trilogy of the three wisdom writings. Proverbs, on one extreme, suggests 

that the righteous are rewarded and do not suffer; while Ecclesiastes, on the other extreme, is 

deeply skeptical of the utility of wisdom and uses the statement “vanity of vanities! All is vanity” 

(Ecclesiastes 1:2).  

This middle (Job) wrestles with the difficult reality of suffering while at the same time 

sustaining and hoping for God’s final restoration and liberation. Job is very relevant today in 

giving us a cumulative additional knowledge to the Jewish theology that is reflected in Proverbs. 

Suffering is not necessarily caused by human sin. We all suffer as a result of the reality of life 

and not because we have done something wrong. We need to have a balanced understanding or 

approach to life or reality. We are individuals and no one is like the other. Though there may be 

some conceptual ideas of equity and fairness in the society, life to not treat everyone the same 

way. The experience of one person is different from the experience of another. It is important to 

accept with the psalmist that “the lot marked out for me is my delight, welcome indeed the 

heritage that falls to me” (Psalm 16:5-6).  Commenting on this, St. Augustine says: “The 

psalmist does not say: O God, give me a heritage! What would you ever give me as a heritage? 

Instead, he says: all that you can give me other than yourself is vile. May you yourself be my 

heritage. It is you I love …. Hoping for God from God, being filled with God by God. He is 

sufficient; besides him, nothing can satisfy you” (Sermone 334, 3: PL 38, 1469). 

How do you trust God even when life isn’t fair and you suffer for no good reason? Job’s 

story invites us to consider what it means that God runs the world by wisdom, and how this truth 

can bring peace in dark times. In this way, Job encourages us to explore this theme of biblical 

wisdom of God’s power, presence, and love even in the midst of tribulation. Trusting in God and 

feeling the presence of God in the midst of tribulations is key to understanding Job. We need to 

accept ourselves and our life experiences, good and bad, and give thanks to God for them all and 

in all circumstances (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18— “Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” If one cannot accept 

oneself, the person is beginning his purgatory here on earth. This is key to understanding and 
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appreciating the Book of Job. Job, for instance, refused to allow his friends to put him down, 

even when he was passing through those difficult times. Instead of the friends of Job to help him 

to bring him up, they were contributing to putting him down the more. 

In Job 1–2, we find Job’s testing, the loss of his family (children) and his material wealth 

with Satan’s accusation. However, Job maintained his faith in the midst of his personal suffering. 

Also, the three friends of Job came to console and comfort him (2:11–13), but from chapters 4–

23 they started to accuse him of doing evil. In Job 1:20–21, Job mourned, fell on the ground and 

worshipped. He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; the 

Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” In this verse 21, Job 

praises the Lord for both good and evil, and in this way, proves God’s confidence in him 

justified. Furthermore, within the section of the three cycles of speeches by Job and his friends 

(chs 3–31) plus the Elihu speeches (chs 32–37), we find Job’s expression of more faith and hope 

in God. He says, “For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth” 

(Job 19:25). I am convinced that this statement was key to Job's survival during this horrific trial 

in life. His knowledge of the Lord should serve as a reminder to every one of us who believes in 

God’s power that God truly lives and this should bring hope to us even in the midst of our 

greatest trials. Job’s personal relationship with God was key to helping him sail through the 

storms. Although many of us are attracted to the happy ending of Job, it was indeed his firm faith 

in God that pulled him through all that he passed through. 

 

START HERE 

 

Job 7 addresses two problems in the life of Job and our own lives: the meaning of hard 

work and our pursuit of happiness—do the two go together? After some reflections about his life 

and what meaning he could attribute to it, Job asks: “Do not human beings have a hard service 

on earth, and are not their days like the days of a laborer?” (Job 7:1). That is, is hard work not 

punishment and suffering? This may sound very pessimistic and discouraging. Perhaps, more 

discouraging is to read verse 7: “Remember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see 

good” (Job 7:7), Job says. But what are the bases for this conclusion? This is a possible 

conclusion of a man who feels the decay of his life, how sickness and sorrow are gradually 

snuffing out life from him. Many of us ask similar questions today, because of our own 

situations. This is the seeming meaninglessness of life that may lead to the conclusion “I shall 

not see happiness again” (Job 7:7). However, “see happiness AGAIN” means that there was a 

time Job saw happiness! Moreover, we do know that the story of Job’s life has a happy ending, 

because God restores his health and fortunes in stupendous measures, after a period of turbulence 

and trials. This speaks to both God’s faithfulness and Job’s faith in God. 

Furthermore, there is a message in the Book of Job not to be missed. The message is this: 

with God on our side, there is always a tomorrow, a hopeful and bright future. When we realize 

that there is always a tomorrow, then the “drudgeries” of life and the life of “hirelings” become 

very meaningful because God always rewards righteousness and hard work. This is an 

encouragement we can get to help us to weather the storm of hard work and the difficult 

situations of life. Also, Job’s real conclusion is that God is the source of happiness. Job says: 

“REMEMBER that my life is a BREATH; my eye will never again see good/happiness” (Job 

7:7). When we realize or “remember”, as the text invites us to do, that the “breath” of life that 

keeps us alive comes from God, it simply means that our separation from God means death and 

lack of happiness. “Happiness” is the human connection to God, who is the source of happiness 
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and all good! Therefore, Job invites us to remain connected to God, if we seek happiness and the 

goodies of life. Our connectedness to God, then, is the fidelity we bring to bear in our daily tasks, 

no matter how difficult. “Hard work” becomes a source of happiness because we glorify God 

through our hard work and faithfulness.  

More so, our encouragement is that we find God in this world, whether in good times or 

in bad, and his purpose for us cannot be thwarted! Although there is no fatalism/vanity in the 

book of Job, all hope is not lost, even if it seems so. Job hopes for a reward for his hard work, he 

believes that there will be a difference when God intervenes and rewards hard work. It is at the 

arrival of God that Job’s happiness will return. So, Job answered the Lord, “I know that you can 

do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). Job implies that God will 

eventually reward his labor and provide him with a shade from his present predicaments. In other 

words, the absence of God is what makes life appear meaningless. As soon as God steps into our 

lives, we see life differently and we appreciate God’s role in it. God and his love for us is present 

with us, even in suffering. Please read Job 28 – a poem on wisdom at your private time. 

 

Job’s Theology of Suffering and Some Spiritual Insights 

God journeys with us even in difficult times of suffering, trials, and tribulations. We can 

all the more experience God’s presence when we are present with God in prayer at difficult times 

and show same to others in difficult times by holding them in our hearts and prayers, and making 

out times to visit or call them to know how they are faring. Also, in Job 38, the author wants us 

to see God in the ordinary things of life; otherwise, it is going to be difficult to grow to maturity 

in God. It is the realization of the presence of God in the ordinary things of life that helps us to 

possess the knowledge of God. For example, basically every Christian knows that Job suffered 

terrible things, even though he was a good and righteous man. Compared with today, do we and 

those we know and love not suffer though we are innocent? Think for a moment about Covid-19 

and how many lives have been lost and are still being lost! With covid-19, the story of Job 

readily comes to mind. While Job was bothered about the God’s injustice and his lawsuit against 

God, God was busy explaining to Job about his cosmic plan and his continued power over the 

world as the creator of the world. God is the Creator of everything in existence, including the 

seas and oceans of the world; he takes out of existence, but he can bring back into existence 

whatever he takes out of it. To prove this reality to Job, God will restitute to Job, all that he lost 

during his period of examination! The description of how God tames the sea, for instance, is an 

example of God’s omnipotence—he has power to do all things! 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina (May 25, 1887 – September 23, 1968), popularly known as Padre 

Pio, whose feast day we celebrate on September 23, is one Saint of our time that exemplifies a 

witness to continued faith in the face of suffering. He received and suffered the stigmata of the 

five wounds of Jesus. As a Franciscan friar, Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he received the 

stigmata, but busloads of people soon began coming to see him. Each morning after a 5 a.m. 

Mass in a crowded church, he heard confessions until noon. He took a mid-morning break to 

bless the sick and all who came to see him. Every afternoon he also heard confessions. In time 

his confessional ministry would take 10 hours a day; penitents had to take a number so that the 

situation could be handled. Many of them have said that Padre Pio knew details of their lives that 

they had never mentioned. Padre Pio saw Jesus in all the sick and suffering. At Padre Pio’s 

canonization Mass in 2002, Saint John Paul II said: “The Gospel (referring to Matthew 11:25–

30) image of ‘yoke’ evokes the many trials that the humble Capuchin of San Giovanni Rotondo 

endured. Today we contemplate in him how sweet is the ‘yoke’ of Christ and indeed how light 
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the burdens are whenever someone carries these with faithful love. The life and mission of Padre 

Pio testify that difficulties and sorrows, if accepted with love, transform themselves into a 

privileged journey of holiness, which opens the person toward a greater good, known only to the 

Lord.” 

This testimony of Saint John Paul II about Saint Padre Pio is in line with Pope John Paul 

II’s 1984 Apostolic Letter, “Salvifici Doloris,” which translates as redemptive suffering. Here, he 

gives us some wisdom and insights on our Christian approach to human suffering in relation to 

the Book of Job. He treats suffering in general in the light of the cross and salvific or redemptive 

suffering in particular. There, St. John Paul II refers to the suffering of Paul the Apostle, Isaiah’s 

depiction of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53, and Jesus’s parable of the Good Samaritan. In this 

Apostolic Letter, St. John Paul II affirms that “in bringing about the Redemption through 

suffering, Christ has also raised human suffering to the level of the Redemption. Thus, each man, 

in his suffering, can also become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ” (Salvifici 

Doloris, 19). 

Conclusion 

 Job 42:10 says “And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his 

friends; and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.” This makes the story of Job to 

have a good ending. I pray that no matter the difficulties that we face in life may our own stories 

have a good ending as well. Even if it does not have a good ending here on earth, our faith, hope 

and love of God and our neighbor will carry us into a good ending in eternity. May the Lord 

continue to bless us in this difficult time of COVID-19 and give us the wisdom to do the right 

thing, hold unto our faith, live wisely, and be given the grace of entering into heaven at the end 

of our lives where we shall behold the beatific vision of God face to face, through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 


